
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

PART 459
PROPAGATION OF GAME FISH IN PRIVATE WATERS

324.45901 Definitions.
Sec. 45901. As used in this part:
(a) “Game fish” includes all species of fish in the families of salmonidae (trout and salmon), thymallidae

(grayling), esocidae (northern pike and muskellunge), serranidae (white bass and striped bass), centrarchidae
(bass, bluegill, and crappie), percidae (perch and walleye), acipenseridae (sturgeon), ictaluridae (catfish), and
coregonidae (whitefish).

(b) “Genetically engineered” refers to a fish whose genome, chromosomal or extrachromosomal, is
modified permanently and heritably, using recombinant nucleic acid techniques.

(c) “Recombinant nucleic acid techniques” means laboratory techniques through which genetic material is
isolated and manipulated in vitro and then inserted into an organism.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;Am. 2003, Act 270, Eff. Mar. 30, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.45902 Game fish; license for propagation for sale.
Sec. 45902. (1) A person shall not propagate, rear, or have in possession for the purpose of offering for

sale or selling any kind of game fish except as authorized by a license issued by the department pursuant to
part 13. A license is nontransferable and expires on December 31 of the year for which issued. A separate
license is required for each place of business where game fish are propagated, reared, or possessed for the
purpose of sale or offering for sale.

(2) This part does not apply to the following:
(a) The sale, offering for sale, or possession of dead, fresh, or frozen brook trout, brown trout, or rainbow

trout lawfully taken in and exported from another state or country or that have been procured from a licensed
dealer within this state.

(b) The propagation, rearing, possession, or sale of game fish pursuant to a registration or permit issued
pursuant to the Michigan aquaculture development act, 1996 PA 199, MCL 286.871 to 286.884.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;Am. 1996, Act 200, Imd. Eff. May 17, 1996;Am. 2004, Act 325, Imd. Eff.
Sept. 10, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.45903 Game fish; license; application; contents; fee.
Sec. 45903. Any person owning or having control of private waters in this state who desires a license under

this part shall make application for the license to the department, accompanied by a fee of $5.00. The
application shall state the name and address of the applicant and include the description of the premises where
game fish are to be propagated, reared, possessed, or offered for sale, together with additional information as
may be required. Upon receipt of the application and fee, the department, if satisfied that this part and the
rules promulgated under this part have been complied with, shall issue a license to the applicant.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;Am. 2004, Act 325, Imd. Eff. Sept. 10, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.45904 Game fish; sale; posting of license.
Sec. 45904. A person shall not propagate, rear, or possess, for the purpose of offering for sale or selling,

any game fish, except at the location described in his or her license. The license shall be conspicuously posted
at the person's place of business at all times.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451
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324.45905 Rules; enforcement.
Sec. 45905. The department may promulgate and enforce rules as may be necessary to carry out the intent
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of this part and to protect the public interest.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.45906 Importation of game fish or viable eggs; prohibition or restriction; rules.
Sec. 45906. (1) A person shall not import into this state any live game fish, including viable eggs of any

game fish, except as authorized by a license as provided for in this part issued by the department pursuant to
part 13. A license under this subsection does not apply to a genetically engineered variant of a live game fish
species unless the genetically engineered variant is specifically identified in the license.

(2) The department may promulgate rules under this part to prohibit or restrict the importation of any
species of game fish or other fish if the importation of that species would endanger the public fishery
resources of this state. A prohibition or restriction in rules promulgated under this subsection applies to a
genetically engineered variant of a fish species identified in the prohibition or restriction unless the
prohibition or restriction specifically provides otherwise. A prohibition or restriction in rules promulgated
under this subsection may be limited to a genetically engineered fish.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;Am. 2003, Act 270, Eff. Mar. 30, 2004;Am. 2004, Act 325, Imd. Eff. Sept.
10, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.45907 License fees; crediting game and fish protection account.
Sec. 45907. All money received from the sale of licenses provided for in this part shall be paid over to the

state treasurer and shall be credited by the state treasurer to the game and fish protection account of the
Michigan conservation and recreation legacy fund provided for in section 2010.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.45908 Violation of part or rules as misdemeanor; penalty; suspension or revocation of
license.
Sec. 45908. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a person who violates this part or the rules

promulgated under this part is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days
or a fine of not more than $100.00, or both. In addition to the penalty, any license issued under this part may
be revoked.

(2) A person who knowingly violates section 45906 or a rule promulgated under section 45906 with
respect to a genetically engineered fish or with respect to any fish species that is not naturalized in this state is
guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days or a fine of not more than
$1,000.00, or both. In addition, any license issued to the person under this part may be revoked, and the
person is liable for damages to natural resources resulting from the violation, including, but not limited to,
costs incurred to prevent or minimize such damages.

(3) Any license issued under this part may be suspended or revoked by the department after a hearing,
upon reasonable notice, when any of the operations under it fail to comply with the requirements of this part
or the rules promulgated under this part. Whenever any license is suspended or revoked, the fish held under
the license shall be disposed of only in a manner approved by the department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;Am. 2003, Act 270, Eff. Mar. 30, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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